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January 2, 1863, dusk
Massed Union artillery fire 
crushed the Confederate 
attack.

January–June 1863
Union constructed Fortress 
Rosecrans as supply depot 
for planned capture of rail 
junctions at Chattanooga 
and Atlanta.

January 5, 1863
Union Army occupies 
Murfreesboro.

December 31, 1862, noon
Union troops made a determined 
stand along Nashville Pike and
in Round Forest, protecting their 
lifeline to Nashville.

December 31, 1862 
mid-morning
Union forces bought time for 
the army to regroup with 
intense fighting on both sides 
of Wilkinson Pike.

January 3, 1863
Confederates withdrew from
the battlefield and  Murfreesboro. 

December 31, 1862
early morning
Confederate troops assaulted 
Union right flank; heavy fight-
ing near Harding House.

December 31, 1862, dawn             
Battle started on Franklin Road 
when Confederate troops 
overwhelmed the Union right 
flank.

January 2, 1863, afternoon
A Confederate bayonet charge 
drove Union troops from their 
hillside positions east of Stones 
River.
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Shaded area indicates
extent of original battle.
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Original extent of
Fortress Rosecrans

Features from the time 
of the battle—road 
names, structures, and 
Fortress Rosecrans—are 
shown in GRAY. Some 
of these features can 
still be seen today.
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